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After 17 years living the dream in Paris, Wendy Lee Taylor
celebrates Bastille Day back in Melbourne with a new show,

writes RUBY BOUKABOU

so many years, does Paris lose its charm? “I admit there
are times when Paris really gets on my nerves. There

are times when dog droppings on the streets are just
annoying and smelly, and that rude Parisians are just
rude. Being single in Paris can be quite lonely, and there

WHAT’S ON \ BASTILLE DAY

FILM \ PARIS JE T'AIME

Francophiles will be transported to the arrondissements of Paris in Paris Je T'aime, a film
comprising 20 short films by acclaimed directors. There is not space here to name them all,
but they should have you transfixed with the romanticism of the streets of Paris on Bastille
Day. Better still, this screening is free.

B NGV International, 180 St Kilda Road, Southbank, 2pm, 8620 2222.

BRUNCH \ EUREKA 89

Start the day in style with a Champagne brunch at

the top of Eureka Tower. Highlights of the two-course
menu include truffled scrambled eggs with brioche and
asparagus, and crépes with meringue and créme fraiche
ice-cream. Raise a flute of Laurent-Perrier as you toast
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s have been times when the city’s romance just reinforces the good life, soaking in the views of the city skyline

the loneliness. It’s easy to fall into nostalgia ... but then and beyond.

B | evel 89 Eureka Tower, 7 Riverside Quay Southbank,
10-11.30am, 9693 8889.
.
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ome people write memoirs, others write cabarets.
Paris-based songstress Wendy Lee Taylor has
done both. The Australian performer is returning
to Melbourne to perform her autobiographical
show, The Paris Walk, on Bastille Day.

We meet ahead of her visit at the Lido Cabaret on the
Champs Elysées, where she is resident singer. She dinks
me on her sturdy old Dutch bike to a late-night jazz bar,
as she pedals talking about life in the City of Light and
what motivated her to create a show about it.

attic apartment in the popular 18th arrondissement of
Butte-Montmartre.

The Paris Walk had a successful season in 2011
at Caulfield’s Downstairs At Alma’s, and her 2012
Melbourne Cabaret Festival show at Chapel off Chapel
sold out.

“I think the audiences love the music and being
drawn into a world of all things French,” she says while
expertly swerving through traffic as we get further away
from the tourist centre. “All things French, that is,

“The Paris Walk developed through a mix of “THERE experienced through the eyes of an Aussie girl.”

people asking me to recount my experiences ARE TIMES

in Paris, and my love of music. It was a
logical artistic choice,” says Lee Taylor, who

After 17 years in Paris, Lee Taylor has a few
experiences and stories to share on the French

WHEN PARIS festivities and way of life. What French habits

has impressively whipped out of her long, GETS ON MY JIPTies picked up?
sequinned gown - in which she performs with NERVES” “The French salade verte (green salad),” she

a full brass band during the Lido dinner set -
into a cute black-and-white spotted dress for the
change of venue and mood.

Lee Taylor’s show begins with the discovery that the
musical in which she had been cast (Crazy for You),
had folded two weeks before rehearsals were due to
begin. At a loss for quick alternatives, and with a sense
of adventure, she followed a friend’s suggestion and
rang one of the most famous cabarets in the world, the
Lido. The artistic director loved Australian dancers and
suggested she send a video of herself performing.

Having spent her life singing and dancing
professionally (including in the Australian tour of 42nd
Street), Lee Taylor landed herself a job.

“The story talks about being a Lido Bluebell dancer,
the difficulties of dancing with massive feather hats and
ridiculously high heels, then the thrill of discovering the
Parisian jazz clubs, falling in love with musicians, artists
and chefs,” says Lee Taylor. “It’s about my experience of
the whole bohemian existence.”

As well as a regular day job at the Lido, Lee Taylor has
made two jazz albums, Let’s Do It (2006), which features
Australian pianist Chris Cody, and All You Have To
Do (2011). In between she has bought and renovated an

says. I assume she is kidding but she continues

with passion: “Nothing beats a green salad with a
good dressing. Actually I have picked up a lot of French
food habits, just not the one that most French women
have down pat - that of being reasonable. I tend to
overindulge!”

Luckily, pedalling like this across the city daily, she
can afford extra fromage or crépes.

Lee Taylor’s Bastille Day usually involves exactly
that; a plate of crépes while watching the annual parade
on TV, before getting ready to join in the national
celebrations at the Lido.

“When the curtain opens to reveal the public, the
room is full of uniformed military, navy etc, who are all
in Paris to participate in the parade. One of my favourite
memories was when a group of officers came up and
carried me off the stage to join them on the dance floor.
It’s quite a heady experience singing La Vie en Rose
surrounded by dapper gentlemen!”

“After work, Bastille Day for me is often about
catching up with friends, sharing a glass of Champagne,
and dancing.”

We swing past Place de la République, now
pedestrianised, and head on to trendy Oberkampf. After
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Lee Taylor is right. The summer night sky framed by
the terrace apartments is beautiful. And we have arrived
at the club, Chair de Poule (141 rue St Maur). We perch
on stools and order pizza and drinks, but before they
arrive, Lee Taylor is asked to sit in with the band. With
grace and a big, infectious Australian smile, she steps
up and joins the French and American musicians for a
sweet, sophisticated rendition of Summertime.

After bringing a hint of Parisian summer to
Melbourne for her Bastille Day matinée, Lee Taylor will
return to Paris, where she will record a CD that includes
several songs co-written with Australian collaborator
William Zappa. \

» Wendy Lee Taylor performs The Paris Walk on
July 14 at 2pm, Kingston City Hall,
985 Nepean Highway, Moorabbin.
Tickets: www.kingstonarts.com.au or 9556 4440

» www.wendyleetaylor.com

g P

0| EEHEBE

EmE|o o

| mnnnnn

entertained. French fare will be in abundant supply at
the teppanyaki-style seafood restaurant, and staff will
ensure wine flows freely throughout the night. Last
year’s event attracted about 400 people, and a bigger
crowd is expected this time around.

B Evening Star, South Melbourne Market, corner York and
Cecil streets, from 4pm, 9645 5779.

LUNCH \ PM24

Acclaimed French chef Philippe Mouchel has crafted

a lunch menu inspired by the finest Parisian bistros.

His sharing-style selection will be served at communal
tables to the tune of classic French accordion. Ready
your tastebuds for delectable dishes, including
charcuterie boards, natural oysters and rotisserie meats
served with seasonal vegetables. The three-course menu
with matched wine is $110 a person.

B 24 Russell Street, 12-3pm, 9207 7424.

DANCE \ BASTILLE DAY PARTY

Dust off your most extravagant French royalty or revolutionary costume, and head to Red
Bennies for a night of indulgence. In its fourth year, the party will kick off to the beat of live
jazz, before burlesque juggernaut Miss Strawberry Siren, a troop of Moulin Rouge Cancan
dancers and a range of DJs take to the stage. Ticket prices vary, but for the VIP treatment,
$45 includes access to a private balcony and a glass of sparkling.

B | evel 1, 373 Chapel Street, South Yarra; doors open at 7pm, 9826 2689.

FEAST \ MR MASON LONG-TABLE DINNER
Settle in at city eatery Mr Mason for a sumptuous
three-course feast. Wash down escargot, terrine and
chicken liver parfait with Kronenbourg beer, before
tucking into beef bourguignon, bouillabaisse and
chocolate soufflé. Accompany the spread with Chateu de
Sours wines, and stick around, too, for a Grand Mason
or French martini.
B Shop 10, 530 Collins Street, July 13,
6.30pm, 9614 4500.\
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