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By RUBY BOUKABOU

fter getting to know
Singapore airport way too
| during transits, on my

last trip from Australia to Paris |
decided it was time to make a date
with the Lion City. I discovered a
smooth, cosmopolitan city. The
24-hour stopover rewarded me with
tasty noodles, calming temples,
benchside cocomuts, an unlikely
Incal tour guide and a tap dance.

Ttoach down in Siogapore at
midnight, afteran eight hour fight
from Sydney. Hit with thi: Wropical
ishand’s humidity, I'm glad 1 have
taken a friend'’s advice and pre-
booked a boutique hotel. A small
part of me was tempted by the idea
of spending 24 hours out and about,
plunging into Singapore hife; Teven
conjured a fantastical image of

I-’m'_; WO

ack in time, solving

an exotic mystery in an opium den.
But I have things to do when | get

to France, and no time to recover
from madnight adventures in the
underworld, imagined or not. This
trip is about getting a taste of the city
at a Jeisurely pace, and easing my jet
lag at the other end. No missions or
bucket lists, just a small pit stop to
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discover Singapore at my own pace.

When I check into The Scarlet
Hotel, a renovated 1920< Art Deco
delight in the heart of Chinatown, it’s
too late to try the pool, bar or beauty
spa. T'm tired from the flight anyway,
s0 happy to head to my comfortable,
cosy-chic room, tike a shower and
get some sheep.,

Six hours later, I'm up and
out, récslling my Singapore-
sy friend's tip: *You have to
starl your day with & kopi<€’ and
o sugiscane jkce at a Chinatown
hawker's matket near vour hotel.”
I spy templesand markets, fecl the
excitement of being in a foreign ity
and, having a bad sense of direction,
particularly before coffec, soon gt

lost.

I arvive at Maxwell Food Ceatre,
a food connt that, b theno-frills lodk
1bogt i, seems a good local spot. |
can't wait any longer for caffeine
50 order my kopi-C (coffee with
sweetened condensed milk) and
sugarcane juice and sit at a common
table. I ask the two guys opposite
what [ should eat with these exotic
drinks, »»




Buddha Teoth Relic Temple
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One of them walks me ov Built in 2005, the large and anvihing from spatting gum !
to a food stall and pomts dramatic Tang dynasty-style Buddh: smoking outsade in non-aant
one, and th W SAVS Uy i l'ooth Relic Temple (Birtsong.sg) & places, but as Kenny says with

deep-fnied pastries — a you N hlled with incense smoke and abuzz wink, “You can do anvthing y
and a butterfly bun - and cat w with locals praving and tourist: f vou don't get caught
striking up a conversation, It W snapping photos. I've missed the As we wait for a bowl of famouns

I'm here just | e day free guided tour but happily wander
- noodles at the huge food market

ancd, pulling out my map, ask where through the omate temple ¢
l )‘ 5" e, I. 2 o ‘ on the other side of town, Kenn
I shoukd go for lunch. “We were just Cremony es place - without
actually discus .1'},.!]“ N sibility of realising at the me that it really . .' 3
HY non-| | KNnows 1he ¢
1}

rossing town for the best noodles in does house what s, apparently, that
: ‘ s il l slurping and chatting

Aapore they sa v ove= lieh pr onss rel Buddha’s tootl . e e e e R

If not for the spontancous lunch heritage bat there are also people of
fate, 1 would have also visitexd alay and Indian desce
the Chinatown Hentage Centry state that has, since indey

: < chunatomerheritageoenire.oomm. g ) 065, moved from a developi
o St Sasion o where you can take a gusded tour iation to First World status. Being

minutes, and | taks Y ’
f this museum that recreates the
{ the district’s . e are social problems

s shophouses. The former such as unemployment and housang

to explore the temple

1'd seen on the way
s left thear villages in Ching { the peaceful cultur il mix does
;‘-HN.:_“‘VI"'II|‘ | ant | an catl well around
island of Singapon n n around the
.lllli".i.
ultural hab that i is today
n a car headmg

wide, clean streets
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Hotel tip

The Scarlet Hotel
(thescarlethotels.com/
singapore) was around

S$204 when [ booked, as
was the neighbouring, also
recommended, Hotel 1929
(hotel1929.com). If ready to
splash out for sensational
city views and an exquisite
rooftop infinity pool, book the
glamorous Marina Bay Sands
(marinabaysands.com).
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